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Constitution of the State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin 


As Amended October 3, 1945 


ARTICLE I 
OBJECT 


The name of this Society is the STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF 
WISCONSIN. The Society holds its property as a trustee of the State, 
and its financial and personnel activities are conducted in accordance 
with State law. Its object shall continue to be to collect, preserve, exhibit, 
and publish materials for the study of history, especially the history of 
Wisconsin and of the Middle West. In order to carry out this object 
the Society may explore the archeology of the region; acquire docu- 
ments, manuscripts, and public records; obtain narratives and records 
relating to the State; conduct a historical reference library; maintain a 
gallery of historical portraits and an ethnological and historical museum; 
publish and otherwise diffuse information concerning the history of the 
region; mark in a proper manner spots of historic interest; and in 
general encourage and develop the study of history within Wisconsin. 
The Society shall also perform such other duties as may be imposed 
upon it by the laws of the State. 


ARTICLE II 


MEMBERSHIP 


Section 1. This Society shall be composed of annual, life, institutional, 
ex officio, and auxiliary members. All individuals and institutions in- 
terested in American history shall be eligible for membership. 

Section 2. An individual or an institution may become an annual 
member of the Society by paying annually the sum of three dollars. A 
candidate for membership shall make written application, accompanied 
by dues, to the Director of the Society, who may at his discretion enter 
the applicant’s name at once on the membership roll, subject to final 
election by the Board of Curators at its next meeting. Notices of dues 
for the ensuing year shall be mailed to annual members at their latest 
known address not later than November 1 in each year. If an annual 
member shall fail to pay his dues by the following November, he shall 
be dropped from membership automatically unless excused by the Board 
of Curators. The Board of Curators may reduce by twenty-five percent 
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the annual dues charged individuals who shall also belong to an auxiliary 
member society of the STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN. 

Section 3. An individual may become a life member of the Society 
by paying the sum of fifty dollars,* and as such life member shall be 
exempt from further payment of dues. An annual member will auto- 
matically become a life member when he shall have paid his annual 
dues for twenty-five years. An annual member may transfer to life 
membership at any time by paying the life membership fee less a credit 
computed at the rate of one dollar for each year he has paid annual dues. 

Section 4. An institution may obtain institutional membership in the 
Society by paying the sum of one hundred dollars. Institutional member- 
ship may be transferred by the Board of Curators from one institution to 
another institution with which it has been merged. 

Section 5. Ex officio members of the Society are the Governor, the 
Secretary of State, and the Treasurer of the State of Wisconsin. 

Section 6. Any society in Wisconsin whose chief purpose is the 
study of State or local history and which is incorporated in accordance 
with the laws of the State may, upon application, be accepted by the 
Board of Curators as an auxiliary member of this Society, be repre- 
sented at all general meetings by one voting delegate, and be obliged 
to file with this Society an annual report of its work. 

Section 7. The right to vote and to take part in the proceedings of 
this Society shall be possessed by individuals who are annual, life, and 
ex officio members, and by one qualified delegate from each auxiliary 
society. Only individuals who are annual or life members may hold office. 


ARTICLE III 


MEETINGS 


Section 1. The annual business meeting of the Society for the elec- 
tion of members of the Board of Curators and the transaction of other 
business relating to the affairs of the Society shall be held yearly at such 
times and places within the State as the Board of Curators may from 
year to year designate. 

Section 2. Special meetings of the Society may be held from time. 
to time upon call of the President or of the Director of the Society, 
and such meetings must be called by the President or Director upon 
the written request of five members of the Board of Curators. 

Section 3. At any of the meetings of the Society, annual or special, 
ten or more members having a right to vote shall constitute a quorum. 


ARTICLE IV 


BOARD OF CURATORS 


Section 1. The Board of Curators of the Society shall consist of 
not more than thirty-six elected Curators together with three ex officio 
Curators—the Governor, the Secretary of State, and the Treasurer of 


the State of Wisconsin. Eleven members of the Board shall constitute 
a quorum. 


* Effective January 1, 1946. 











Section 2. Elective Curators shall be chosen to hold office for a 
term of three years. They shall be divided into three equal classes, 
so afranged that the terms of one class shall expire at each annual meet- 
ing of the Society. Each Curator shall continue to hold office until 
his successor is elected. A vacancy among the elective Curators may 
be filled by a quorum of the Board, the appointee to hold office until 
the next annual meeting of the Society. 

Section 3. The Board of Curators shall in accordance with State 
law manage, administer, and control the finances, property, effects and 
affairs of the Society, and direct its officers. The Executive Committee 
and other committees from time to time appointed by the Board shall 
exercise such administrative or executive powers as may be entrusted 
to them. 

Section 4. The Board of Curators shall hold an annual meeting im- 
mediately following the annual business meeting of the Society. Special 
meetings may be called by the President or by the Director of the 
Society, and such meetings must be called by the President or Director 
upon the written request of five members of the Board of Curators. 
At meetings of the Board of Curators, the President shall be chairman, 
and the Director shall be secretary. It shall be the duty of the Board of 
Curators, through the Director of the Society, to make an annual 
report to the Society on all the significant actions of the Board and on 
the condition of the Society and its work, together with such suggestions 
as may seem appropriate. The Board shall perform such additional 
duties as may from time to time be assigned to it by the Society. 


ARTICLE V 


COMMITTEES OF THE BOARD OF CURATORS 


Section 1. At each annual meeting of the Board of Curators the 
President shall appoint four of the Board’s members to serve upon the 
Executive Committee, which shall consist of seven members, of which 
the President, Treasurer, and Director shall be ex officio members with 
full powers. The Executive Committee shall meet on call of the Presi- 
dent or the Director at least once in every three months to advise 
with the Director on the administration of the executive affairs of the 
Society entrusted to his charge. The Executive Committee shall possess 
during the intervals between meetings of the Board of Curators all the 
powers of the Board of Curators and shall report all actions taken by 
it to the next succeeding meeting of the Board for approval, revision, 
or disapproval. The Executive Committee shall have general supervision 
of the financial affairs of the Society, including the investment of its 
private funds. No investments shall be made by the Treasurer except 
with the consent and approval of at least three additional members of 
the Executive Committee. Members of the Executive Committee not 
resident in Madison shall be reimbursed for actual expenses when called 
to Madison for committee meetings. 

Section 2. At least one month before each annual business meeting 
of the Society the President shall appoint a Nominating Committee of 
three members from among the membership to report at the annual 
meeting its nominations for curators then to be elected. In sending 
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out the notices for the annual business meeting, the Director of the 
Society shall include a form listing curators whose terms are to expire 
at said meeting, and any other vacancies in the Board, and providing 
blank spaces for the suggestion of names. When the members have 
returned the forms with their suggestions to the Director, he shall 
tabulate the results and forward the tabulation and the forms with the 
suggestions to the Nominating Committee for its guidance. 

_ Section 3. The President with the approval of the Board of Curators 
shall appoint such other committees as the interests of the Society may 
require. 

ARTICLE VI 
OFFICERS 


Section 1. At the annual meeting of 1943 and thereafter every three 
years there shall be elected by the Board of Curators from among the 
elective Curators a President, six Vice-Presidents, and a Treasurer, who 
shall hold their respective offices for a term of three years and until 
their successors are elected, provided they do not fail of election to the 
Board of Curators in the meantime. The Director of the Society shall 
be chosen by and hold office during the pleasure of the Board of 
Curators. Any officer or Curator may be removed from office for dis- 
ability, incompetence, or misconduct, by a two-thirds vote of the Board 
of Curators; provided that at least five days before the meeting at which 
such action is taken, notice in writing that such action will be moved 
or applied for, be served upon such officer and upon each member of 
the Board of Curators either personally or by mail. Upon the death, 
resignation, or removal from office of any officer, the vacancy may be 
filled for the unexpired term by the Board of Curators at any annual 
or special meeting. 

Section 2. The principal duties of the President shall be to preside 
at all meetings of the Society and of the Board of Curators, and to sign 
all deeds, leases, conveyances, and other instruments to be executed 
by the Society. He shall be a member of all committees. The principal 
duties of the Vice-Presidents shall be, in the order of seniority, to dis- 
charge the duties of the President in the event of his absence or disability. 

Section 3. The principal duties of the Treasurer shall be to receive 
and keep safely all moneys, securities, and such other property of the 
Society as may be committed to his charge by the Board of Curators; 
to transmit funds to the State Treasurer as required by law; to invest 
the capital of the funds as he shall be authorized by the Board of 
Curators or its Executive Committee; to pay out so much of the income 
received from the funds as he shall be authorized to pay under State 
law upon proper warrants and vouchers; and to report and account 
fully to the Society, Board of Curators, or its Executive Committee for 
all his transactions. He shall give bond approved by the Executive 
Committee in the amount of not less than ten thousand dollars for the 
faithful performance of his duties. 

Section 4. The Director shall be the Secretary of the Society. As 
Secretary he shall countersign all deeds, leases, conveyances, and other 
instruments to be executed by the Society, and shall affix the seal of the 
Society to all papers required or directed to be sealed. In the perform- 
ance of these duties the Treasurer of the Society shall be Assistant Secre- 
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tary to act in the absence or disability of the Secretary. The Director 
shall keep a record of the proceedings of the Society, the Board of 
Curators, and the Executive Committee; he shall safely and systematically 
keep all papers, records, and documents belonging to the Society; shall 
conduct the correspondence of the Society; edit and supervise its publi- 
cations; have in charge the books, manuscripts, portraits, museum objects, 
and other collections of the Society; record the accession of and catalogue 
and arrange its materials; direct the staff of the Society; and in general, 
subject in all respects to the authority of the Board of Curators, ad- 
minister the several activities of the Society. 

Section 5. The officers shall perform such additional or different 
duties as may from time to time be imposed or required by the Board 
of Curators or prescribed by State law. 


ARTICLE VII 
FUNDS 


Section 1. The annual appropriations from the state shall be used 
under the direction of the Board of Curators for the expenses of the 
Society as provided by State law, and vouchers shall be submitted 
according to law. 

Section 2. The special private funds of the Society shall consist of 
the General Fund, the Draper Fund, the Mary M. Adams Art Fund, the 
Anna R. Sheldon Memorial Fund, the Maria and Simeon Mills Editorial 
Fund, the Hollister Pharmaceutical Library Fund, the Emily House Be- 
quest, the R. G. Thwaites Bequest, the Henry Huber Estate Fund, the 
George B. Burrows Fund, and such other private funds as shall be 
acquired hereafter. 

Section 3. Each private fund shall be administered by the Board 
in accordance with the conditions imposed at the time of acquisition. 

Section 4. The private funds of the Society shall be invested in 
mortgages or securities as authorized by the laws of the State of Wis- 
consin or by the terms of gift. The Treasurer shall make investments 
only with the approval of at least three other members of the Executive 
Committee. It shall not be necessary except when required by the 
terms of gift for the Treasurer to make separate investments for the 
account of the several separate funds. Annually he shall divide among 
the several special funds the amount of investment income collected, in 
proportion to the amount of the total principal of each fund, and shall 
specify the amount of principal and income belonging to each fund at 
the close of the fiscal year. 


ARTICLE VIII 
AMENDMENTS 


Subject to the authority of the State, this constitution may be amended 
in whole or in part at any annual meeting of the Society or at any special 
meeting called for that purpose. The substance of the proposed amend- 
ment must be stated in the notice of the meeting at which action is to 
be taken, and the notice must be mailed to each member at least ten 
days before the meeting. No change in the constitution shall be made 
unless two-thirds of the members present concur in the adoption of ap 
amendment. 








STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN 


BOARD OF CURATORS 
Ex Officio 
WALTER S. GOODLAND, Governor of Wisconsin 
FRED R. ZIMMERMAN, Secretary of State 
JOHN M. SMITH, State Treasurer 


Term Expires, 1946 


JOHN M. Dopp RUTH B. JEFFRIS 
Ashland Janesville 

MATTHEW S. DUDGEON MORGAN MURPHY 
Milwaukee Superior 

JOHN G. GREGORY SAMUEL M. PEDRICK 
Milwaukee Ripon 

JOHN L. GRINDELL ROBERT K. RICHARDSON 
Platteville Beloit 

Lewis W. HERZOG ALBERT H. SANFORD ! 
Milwaukee La Crosse 


ADOLPH R. JANECKY PETER L. SCANLAN 
Racine Prairie du Chien 


Term Expires, 1947 


GEORGE BANTA, JR. EARL M. HALB 
Menasha Eau Claire 

EDWARD A. BIRGE EARLE S. HOLMAN 
Madison Antigo 

EDWARD E. BROWNE 2 MARTHA B. MERRELL 
Waupaca Racine 

WILLIAM GEORGE BRUCE HARRY SAUTHOFF 
Milwaukee Madison 

Morris C. CRANDALL GEORGE C. SELLERY 
Baraboo Madison 

MERLE CURTI WILLIAM A. TITUS 

Madison Fond du Lac 


1 Resigned May 31, 1946. 
2 Deceased, November 23, 1945 
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Term Expires, 


CHARLES E. BROUGHTON 
Sheboygan 

LUCIEN M. HANKS 
Madison 

FREDERIC HEATH 
Milwaukee 

HJALMAR R. HOLAND 
Ephraim 

Mrs. ARTHUR T. HOLBROOK 
Milwaukee 

FRED L. HOLMES 
Madison 


1948 


PETER LEO JOHNSON 
St. Francis 

Mrs. MAE L. LUCHSINGER 
Monroe 

Mrs. ANGIE K. MAIN 
Fort Atkinson 

RALPH G. PLUMB 
Manitowoc 

HAROLD T. I. SHANNON 
Green Bay 

LAWRENCE C. WHITTET 
Madison 


OFFICERS 


WILLIAM A. TITUS 


Vice-Presidents 


ROBERT K. RICHARDSON 
WILLIAM GEORGE BRUCE 
ALBERT H. SANFORD ® 


Treasurer 
LUCIEN M. HANKS 


PETER L. SCANLAN 
CHARLES E. BROUGHTON 
GEORGE C. SELLERY 


Directors * 
EDWARD P. ALEXANDER 
G. C. SELLERY, Acting 
CLIFFORD L. LORD 


The EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE is composed of the President, Treasurer, 
Director, and four Curators appointed by the President: FRED L. 
HOLMES, ROBERT K. RICHARDSON, GEORGE C. SELLERY, and 


LAWRENCE C. WHITTET. 


* Resigned May 31, 1946. 





*Dr. Alexander resigned on February 7, 1946, to become educational director at Colonial 
Williamsburg, Williamsburg, Virginia. During a five-month period, ending June 29, Dr. 
Sellery was the acting director. Dr. Lord arrived June 29, and began his work as director. 














THE STAFF 


Administration and Research ® 


EDWARD P. ALEXANDER, Director 

G. C. SELLERY, Acting Director 

CLIFFORD L. LorpD, Director 

BENTON H. WILcox, Librarian 

LILLIAN KRUEGER, Associate Editor 
RICHARD K. SHOWMAN, Research Associate 
DoroTHy RYAN, Office Manager 

HELEN M. HANSON, Secretary 


Division Heads 


RUTH H. DAvis JOHN W. JENKINS, Acting 
Document Museum 

RuTH P. HAYWARD MARJORIE G. PARK 
Catalogue Order 

ALICE E. SMITH 
Manuscript 
Assistants 

VERENA BARLOW DWIGHT E. KELSEY 
Document Newspaper 

Mrs. LITTA BASCOM HARRY LICHTER 
Document Museum 

Mrs. SOPHIE BREWER SUZANNA W. MILES 
Museum Museum 

ESTHER DEBoos Mrs. ESTHER J. NELSON 
Reference Newspaper 

ANASTASIA FINNANE DoroTHY L. PARK 
Museum Order 

Mrs. BETTY ANNE GEISLER MONICA J. STAEDTLER 
Museum Order 

MARGARET GLEASON HILDA STEINWEG 
Reference Catalogue 

PAULINE H. ISAACSON Mrs. RUTH M. YOKE 
Museum Manuscript 


5 See footnote 4. 
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Caretakers 


HENRY M. HENDRICKSON, Maintenance Man 


MRS. JOSEPHINE EGAN MRS. MATHILDA MOHWINKEL 

ARTHUR O. FURSETH MRS. JOANNA M. NATVIG 

HENRY H. MILLER Mrs. MATTIE SODERBERG 
MyYRON E. WALFORD 


Ordinarily about twelve students are employed in the various divisions 
of the Society. The turnover of these employees has been so rapid 
because of wartime and postwartime conditions that they are not listed. 





